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A ROARING  
SUCCESS

It’s been a big season for Oisin Murphy, 
who at 23 won his first Group 1 race. 
Ashley Cliff spoke to the young jockey 
about top three-year-old Roaring Lion 
and found out how a special horse can  
help bring about a special year . . .   

The three-year-old colt 
division this year has been 
the story of two horses, 
Saxon Warrior & Roaring 
Lion, a rivalry which started 
at doncaster almost 12 
months ago, The pair 
headed into the race aiming 
to maintain their unbeaten 
records, with Saxon Warrior 
coming out narrowly on top 
in the Group 1 Racing Post 
Trophy, providing Aidan 
O’Brien with his 26th Group 
1 winner of the season and 
in course breaking Bobby 
Frankel’s record. 

Roaring Lion, by Kittens 
Joy out of Vionnet had 
a fantastic two-year-old 
season and the ones 
who knew him best 
expected a bright 
future for the colt, 
Qatar Racing’s number 
1 Jockey Oisin Murphy 
told Racing Reflex: 

continued, 
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“Roaring Lion was 
always a big physical 
horse and we always 
thought he would 
improve from two to 
three and realistically 
he’s improved with 
every run this year.” 
    And with that in 
mind he would be a 
firm favourite in many 
people’s eyes to be 
champion three-
year-old crowning 
his season with the 
Champion Stakes at 
Ascot on Champions 
day, but the absence 
of his main rival 
Saxon Warrior is a 
shame. “
rivalry begins
     The two colts 

started their three-
year-old campaigns 
at Newmarket 
with Roaring Lion 
in the Craven who 
was subsequently 
beaten by future 
derby winner Masar 
whereas the Warrior 
went straight for 
2000 Guineas glory. 
The later went on 
to win impressively 
and immediately 
became favoured 
for the classic Triple 
Crown and at the 
time looked likely to 
be the best 3-year-
old around, but two 
weeks on at York the 
Lion roared back to 
winning ways with a 

superb victory in the 
dante. The two were 
set for the Epsom 
derby where Saxon 
Warrior headed off 
odds on favourite but 
was disappointing 
and never really 
looked comfortable, 
Masar went on to win 
the Epsom classic 
with Roaring Lion 
back in third.  
Lion King
   Onwards to 
Sandown for the 
Coral Eclipse where 
once again the pair 
would battle for 
supremacy and 
Roaring Lion was 
a firm favourite for 
the Group 1, the 

lion would prevail 
this time and land 
not only his first 
Group 1 but Oisin 
Murphy’s first UK 
Group 1 winner. After 
a lengthy steward 
enquiry, the result 
was unchanged. 
The colt headed 
to one of the best 
races of the season, 
the Juddmonte 
International at York, 
a star studded 8 
runner field included 
the winners of the 
King George, dubai 
Turf, dubai World 
Cup, Sussex Stakes, 
2000 Guineas and 
Irish derby. A tactical 
race definitely had 

A tale of two 
colts – roaring 
Lion beats saxon 
warrior in the 
Eclipse 
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an impact on the 
race but there was 
no stopping the 
Lion. A short flight to 
Ireland was next to 
cement his 3 year old 
champion status, the 
O’Brien team had a 
plan in place which 
very nearly came off 
with Saxon Warrior 
but once again 

Roaring Lion got up 
just in time to cap a 
perfect day in Oisin’s 
native Ireland. He 
said:  “I’ve been very 
lucky this year but 
I think my best day 
was at Leopardstown, 
my first ever winner 
in Ireland and my 
mother was there, it’s 
a day I’ll never forget.”  

what next?
    Roaring Lion heads 
to Ascot for the 
Champion Stakes 
and is around 11/8 
favourite, his future 
is still undecided but 
there are options 
being discussed, Oisin 
continued: “For me, 
he’s danced every 
dance in Britain & 
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Ireland and America 
is being discussed.” It 
will be exciting to keep 
an eye on whatever 
connections decide 
as his prodigy could 
be following in his 
footsteps very soon. 
Ashley cliff is a racing 
pundit in dubai, uK 
and ireland  
@ashley_cliff

oisiN murphy, ThE NumBEr oNE rETAiNEd ridEr For QATAr rAciNG hAs 
hAd A FANTAsTic sEAsoN wiNNiNG Group oNEs For QATAr rAciNG, 
GodoLphiN ANd oF coursE oNBoArd ThE supErB spriNTEr ThE TiN mAN. 
wE sAT dowN wiTh oisiN To FiNd ouT morE ABouT ThE mAN iN ThE sAddLE

Q.oisin, you’ve have won 10 Group 1s this 
season. one of the main factors of such 
an incredible season is of course roaring 
Lion, but have you got any rides coming up that could improve 
your tally?   
A.“i’m very excited about Benbatl going down to Australia 
to race against winx in the cox plate, Benbatl i think is world 
class and obviously winx is the best horse in the southern 
hemisphere, but we deserve an opportunity to take her on.”

Q. with 2018 drawing to a close, it’s time to start planning 
for the winter months and 2019. oisin, you’ve obtained your 
Japanese racing license for december and are set to return to 
dubai for the 2019 carnival what are your hopes for next year?
A. “my main goal for next year is to keep improving my riding 
and hopefully get on board some nice ones.”

Q. Looking further afield is there any race in the world you dream 
of winning and have dreamt of winning since you were a child?
A. “i suppose there’s two races i dream of winning, the Arc is a 
race that’s really important to me, it’s a race i’ve had pinpointed 
to me from an early age when Kieran Fallon won on Board dylan 
Thomas it got a lot of attention in ireland at the time, and then the 
other race is the derby. ryan moore and Frankie dettori say it’s 
the best feeling in the world and they have won enough know.”

Q. do you think it’s possible to become champion jockey and be 
a retained rider in the same season? 
A. “i’ve been very lucky this year, i set my goal this year was to 
ride as many winners as i could and to ride as well as i possibly 
could, i do think its possible to be champion jockey and a 
retained rider but it’s very tough with silvestre de sousa riding 
at the top of his game at the moment.”

Q. who is your role 
model within the 
industry? 
A. “currently Frankie 
dettori, he’s the best 
rider i’ve ridden against 
and a positive influence 
on my career, i suppose 
as a child, Kieran Fallon 
was my idol, he was at 
the top of his game for 
a very long time period 
of time and he achieved 
massive success.


